
 

 

St John’s COE Primary School  

Progression in History 2021 -2022 

‘Unlocking the past is the key to the future’ 

                                                     Key:         Links to St John’s Vision                       Use of Locality                                        Enrichment Links 

Chronological knowledge and understanding historical terms, historical enquiry, interpretations of history, continuity and change between periods,  

cause & consequence, similarities and differences and significant events and people. 

Year R  

Based On EYFS Understanding The World Ourselves and our lives  

Pupils In Year R will learn about: 

 

Knowledge:- 

I Know  

 Why we celebrate birthdays and traditions linked to birthday celebrations. 

 How I have grown and changed. 

 Why Bonfire night is celebrated to remember the story of Guy Fawkes. 

 Why people have bonfires and fireworks? 

 How people celebrated traditions in the past and can compare this to the 

present. (Christmas & Chinese New Year)  

 How to differentiate between old and new houses and buildings in our local 

area. 

 How people used to live in our local area, comparing old and new. 
(enrichment Link local walk) 

 How to identify an Oast house and know how these were used in our local 

area. 

 That dinosaurs lived on the earth a long time ago and became extinct. 
(Maidstone Museum Fossil Collection Loan Box)  

 Some differences between the seaside in the past and present (Kent coast 
Focus) 

 

Skills:- 

I can 

 Recognise and describe past and present events in my own life. 
 

 Ask questions about what the world was like in the past. 

 

 Develop my use of historical language to sequence events in my life  

 

 Recall past and present events in the lives of some family members. 

 

 Talk about similarities and differences between myself and others. 

 

 Identify buildings that are old and new 

 

 Observe & enquire using historical artefacts 

        (Maidstone Museum Fossil Loan service) 

 



 

Year 1  

Pupils  in Year 1 will learn about: 

Year 2 
Pupils  in Year 2 will learn about: 

Knowledge:- 

Toys: I Can; 

 explain what I know about toys today 

 explain how we can find out about the past  

 describe features of historical artefacts/ different toys 

 recognise old and new toys and begin to compare similarities and 
differences  

 Make a toy from the past that children would have played with 
. 

SPACE: I Can; 

 recall the name of the first astronaut in space 

 recall that Neil Armstrong was a significant person 

 recognise why the moon landing was so important (Outward Looking) 

 sequence events in space travel chronological 

 describe what space looks like from secondary sources (virtual space 
workshop) 

 
DINOSAURS: I Can; 

 describe what the prehistoric world was like and identify what has 
changed  

 select sources of information to find out about the dinosaurs 

 recall that Mary Anning was a significant person (‘Stone Girl, Bone Girl’ 
story used as learning aid) 

 sequence events in prehistoric history chronologically  

 describe what fossils were found in our local area (Maidstone museum 
resources)  

 
 

Knowledge:- 

GREAT FIRE OF LONDON:  I Can; 

 recall and sequence the key events / dates of the Great Fire of London 
identify reasons as to why the Great Fire of London spread so quickly 

 recall how people tried to put the fire out 

 reason why evidence surrounding the Great Fire of London might not 
be accurate 

 explain why some historians think that the Great Fire of London was a 
good thing. 

 I will take part in a Fire of London Workshop that takes me back in time 
to Pudding Lane the night of the fire! 

 
THE VICTORIANS: I Can; 

 recall which jobs Victorian children might have done  
explain what the experience of working Victorian children might have 
been like 

 identify the dangers for children working in coal mines, work houses, 
factories and as chimney sweeps. 

 identify key features of a Victorian school 

 identify Victorian toys and explain and reason which toys might have 
belonged to rich children and which toys might have belonged to poor 
children 

 Visit a Victorian School in costume, taking part in a real Victorian school 
day. Kentish school - Horton Kirby 
 

 

 



 
OUR LOCAL HISTORY: I Can ; 

 

 Describe what Maidstone used to look like using secondary sources 
(photos)  

 Recognise the changes that have happened over time in Maidstone using 
secondary sources (what is different) 

 Compare Maidstone now to Maidstone in the past using photos and maps 
 

Skills:-I Can; 

 Recognise changes over time  

 Observe how things have changed over time  

 Understand the difference between things that have happened in the past 
and the present  

 Sequence events/ changes over time in chronological order 

 Begin to compare aspects of life in different periods, e.g. in the past 
children didn’t play with tablets or iPads because they didn’t exist 

 Ask questions e.g. ‘Which things are old and which things are new?’, 
‘Which toys did our grandparents play with?’, ‘How have toys changed 
over time and how does this affect us?’, ‘Why did dinosaurs become 
extinct?’  

 Understand some ways we learn about the past 

 Use common words or phrases relating to the passing of time 

 Sequence events in space travel chronologically  
 

 

CASTLES I Can ; 

 Recall the different jobs that people had in castles during the medieval 
times 

 Identify the different physical features of a castle and recall their purpose 

 Recall the main duties of a squire, page and knight and explain what life 
would have been like. 

 Recall which types of foods were served during medieval banquets 

 Describe and reason why certain types of foods would have been chosen 
for medieval banquets  

 Recall and describe the main events of the Battle of Hastings 

 Explain the reasons behind Harold Godwinson’s and William the 
Conqueror’s decisions in lead up to the Battle of Hastings 
Possible link to outreach /visit to Leeds Castle / Thurnham Castle 
Maidstone  

Skills:- I Can; 

 Sequence events within my own lifetime  

 Order events chronologically sometimes using a timeline 

 Ask ‘higher order; why and how’ questions 
about historical questions about an event or 
person 

 Compare / Investigate historical artefacts / evidence and consider their 
usefulness to historians  

 Compare recent and historical events (for example; looking at the Moon 
Landing compared to Tim Peake going to the ISS) 

 Explain why historical events may have unfolded in the way that they did, 
being able to identify important reasons 

 Explain why significant historical people may have acted in the way that 
they did, being able to identify the reasons behind their decisions 

 Recognise the ongoing institution of the Monarchy in the UK and it’s place 
in history 

 

 



 

 

St John’s COE Primary School  
Progression in History 2021 -2022 

 

Year 3 
Pupils In Year 3 Will learn   

Year 4 
Pupils In Year 4 Will learn   

Knowledge:- 

Stone Age: I Can; 

 Talk about the three stone ages and place the Stone Age on a history 
timeline 

 Understand the use of BC and AD 

 Use historical vocabulary – civilisation, chronology  

 Understand how historians use evidence and different sources to build 
a picture of life in the Stone Age  

 Understand the concept of the changes on the way we live and changes 
in clothes, way of life, diet, leisure, homes compared to life today 

 Understand how cave paintings were created and what we can learn 
from this evidence.  

 Understand significant evidence e.g. Stonehenge  
Ancient Egypt: I Can; 

 Talk about ancient Egypt and place the Egyptians on a history timeline 
(Maidstone Museum Visit)– Exploring mummification, matching 
descriptions to artefacts, artefact timeline 

 Understand how farming is instrumental in creating a civilisation such 
as Egypt  

 Explain the importance of the Nile in Egypt’s history 

 Recall the Discovery of Tutankhamun 

 Understanding Ancient Egyptian beliefs and religion.  

 Understand the importance and process of mummification 
 

 
 

Knowledge:-  

Ancient Greeks: I Can; 

 order significant events on a timeline, using the terms BC and AD 

 begin to understand the significance of religious beliefs and their relevance 
in everyday life for the Ancient Greeks 

 Understand what a city state is and how it is governed 

 use and understand key words such as artefact, replica, primary/secondary 
source and democracy and oligarchy  

World War1 Truce: (Short Unit linked to English) I Can  

 Understand when WW1 took place  

 Recognise and describe what life was like in the trenches  

 Understand what is a  primary or secondary sources of evidence  

Romans: I Can; 

 order significant events on a timeline, using the terms BC and AD 

 use and understand key words such as artefact, replica, primary/secondary 
source and legacy 

 identify reasons for historical changes in Roman times over a period of 
history 

 begin to understand the significance of religious beliefs and their relevance 
in everyday life for the Romans 

 Replicate some of the skills of craftsmanship and design (Living History Day 
T5)  
 
 



Skills:-I Can;  

 Use a timeline to order events 

 Understand how to use different types of evidence to explain the past 

 Ask questions about Stone Age and Ancient Egypt and look for answers in 
the photos and clips of artefacts and archaeological digs and cave paintings. 

 Communicate ideas about the past in drawing, role play, radio report, ICT, 
persuasive writing, diary writing, instructional writing  

 Communicate learning through a Living History day, cooking Egyptian bread  

 Use historical Skills to create an Egyptian Class museum  
               Enrichment days ensure all children are included and involved 

 Report events using knowledge and giving opinions  

 Put artefacts in historical order.  
 

 

 
Skills:-I Can; 

 use a variety of sources to ask questions about people from the past 

 Within a period of history, I can research people from places with different 
rules and boundaries 

 use artefacts and replicas to find out about lives in the past (Maidstone 
Museum visit T1) 

 describe similarities and differences about everyday lives and start to draw 
conclusions about their culture 

 start to understand the origins of democracy and how that has influenced 
modern life 

 make connections between geographical features and architecture from 
ancient civilisations and start to look at their relevance today 
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Year 5 
Pupils In Year 5 Will learn  

Year 6 
Pupils In Year 6 Will learn  

Knowledge:- 

Anglo Saxons: I Can; 

 Understand that a timeline can be divided into BC and AD. 

 Locate Anglo-Saxon place names and understand their origin. 

 Identify where the Anglo-Saxons fit into the British historical timeline. 

 Understand the geographical origins of the Anglo-Saxons. 

 Understand and order the chronology of the Anglo-Saxons. 

 Evaluate the life of Anglo-Saxons. 

 Explore Anglo-Saxon artefacts and make connections to culture. 

 Justify the importance of the discovery of Sutton Hoo as an archaeological 
site. 

 Use secondary sources to produce a newspaper report. 

 Investigate why Anglo-Saxons became Christians. 

 Use Anglo-Saxon techniques for living, creating art and writing. 

 Use of Locality – Local History study of Anglo-Saxon place names. Linking 
artefacts found locally to provide context for learning.  

 Maidstone Museum – History Workshop  

 Enrichment Links – Anglo-Saxon Living History Day for Term 2. 
Knowledge: 

Vikings:  I Can; 

 Order significant events, movements and dates on a timeline. 

 Identify where the Vikings fit into the British historical timeline. 

 Understand the geographical origins of the Vikings. 

 Understand and order the chronology of the Vikings. 

 Evaluate the life of Vikings.  

 Use secondary sources to produce a newspaper report.   

 Investigate the religious beliefs of the Vikings.  

Knowledge:- 

Crime and Punishment: I Can; 

 Investigate Roman beliefs about Crime and Punishment. 

 Discover how the legal system worked in the Anglo-Saxon period. 

 Explore the different punishment methods that were popular during the 
Tudor period. 

 Study the life of Dick Turpin based on historical sources. 

 Through empathetic investigation I can experience the live of Victorian 
prisoners. 

 Reflect on the development of Crime and Punishment throughout the ages. 

 Cross-curricular link with English for Crime and Punishment through the 
Ages. 

Knowledge:- 

World War 2: I Can; 

 Order significant events, movements and dates on a timeline. 

 Identify where WW2 fit into the British historical timeline. 

 Understand the geographical countered involved in WW2. 

 Understand and order the chronology of WW2. 

 Evaluate the life of a soldier or evacuee of WW2. 

 Use secondary sources to produce a newspaper report. 

 Investigate why WW2 started and how it ended. 

 Use documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photographs, maps 
to research and collect evidence about the past to inform understanding. 

 Choose reliable sources of evidence to answer questions realising that 
there is often not a single answer to historical questions. 



 Respect different beliefs and cultures,  

 Explore Viking weaponry and battle tactics. 

 Use Vikings techniques for living, creating art and writing. 

 Encourage All Children to participate in cross curricular Viking 
Dance – Boys engagement                                                                                                 
Enrichment Links – Viking Living History Day for Term 2. 

 
Mayans: I Can; 

 Understand the Mayan civilization and locate them in time and geography. 

 Learn the religious beliefs of the Mayan civilization. 

 Use and apply the Mayan number and writing system. 

 Critique sources of evidence for the Mayan civilization. 

 Explore the validity of sources from Mayan civilization. 
 
 

Skills:- I Can; 

Investigate why the Vikings left their homelands and settled in other 
countries. 

 Use documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photographs, maps 
to collect evidence about the past to inform understanding. 

 Investigate own lines of enquiry by posing questions to answer. 

 Chose reliable sources of evidence to answer questions realising that there 
is often not a single answer to historical questions. 

 Communicate ideas about the past using different genres of writing, 
drawing, diagrams and drama role play. 

 Plan and present a self-directed project or research about the studied 
period. 

 
 

 Communicate ideas about the past using different genres of writing, 
drawing, diagrams and drama role play. 

 Plan and present a self-directed project or research about the studied 
period. 
 

Skills:- I Can; 

 Use documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photographs, maps 
to research and collect evidence about the past to inform understanding. 

 Chose reliable sources of evidence to answer questions realising that there 
is often not a single answer to historical questions. 

 Communicate ideas about the past using different genres of writing, 
drawing, diagrams and drama role play. 

 Plan and present a self-directed project or research about the studied 
period. Potential to use Maidstone Prison Study , Kent Police Headquarters   

 Identify and compare changes within and across different periods (Crime 
and Punishment through the years). 

 Contrast an ancient civilization with British history. 
  

Notes and guidance – Non Statutory  

 

Guidance : Evidence clear progression of knowledge and skills throughout the subject by including references to Purpose Of Study  and the  Aims from the 

National Curriculum 2014 


