
 

            

St. John’s Curriculum Statement  

Introduction 

At St. John’s Church of England Primary School we believe the design of our curriculum is 

an ever evolving process which naturally considers: the needs and character of our 

children; the children’s prior learning; their experiences; the community in which school 

exists, the statutory curriculum (National Curriculum), the findings of educational research 

relevant to our school and our school vision. Our curriculum teaches what matters to our 

children so that they know more, remember more and understand more, enabling them to 

be the best individuals they can be and ready to move with confidence into Secondary 

education when the time comes. 

Definitions 

Intent – everything that happens in the curriculum up to the point of delivering it (before 

the teaching) 

Implementation – everything that happens in the classroom (the teaching) 

Impact – the learning; children knowing more, remembering more and understanding 

more 

Curriculum Intent 
The intent of our school curriculum is to deliver a curriculum which is accessible to all and 

that will maximise the development of every child’s ability and academic achievement. St. 

John’s has identified 3 key intentions that drives our curriculum; these are as follows: 

Intention 1:     To create a curriculum, with reading at its core, that enables learning 

and results in the acquisition of knowledge so our children know more, remember 

more and understand more. 

This is achieved through designing a curriculum which includes appropriate subject 

knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum so that children 

can reach for and go beyond their potential. 

Intention 2:     To create a curriculum which nurtures children’s learning behaviours 

and develops a curiosity and sense of enjoyment towards the exploration of 

knowledge so that they know more, remember more and understand more.  

This is achieved through designing an enjoyable curriculum which grows the key skills of: 

collaboration, independence, resilience, communication, leadership and enthusiasm so 

that children know how they learn. 



Intention 3:     To create a curriculum which ensures children know right from 

wrong, celebrate diversity, recognise liberty, embrace spirituality and are 

‘Secondary School ready’ so that they know more, remember more and understand 

more to transition successfully. 

This is achieved through designing a curriculum which results in children developing 

crucial life-skills, and positive moral codes so that they understand how to contribute 

positively to their local and national community and the wider world. To understand what it 

means to be a British Citizen or, someone from another country who lives in Britain. To 

have understanding and importance of the rule of law, tolerance and being mutually 

respectful, whilst understanding what it means to live in a democracy and to have 

individual liberty. To gain cultural capital and to use this to make links across their learning 

to enable understanding of the world around them. 

 We plan using the National Curriculum. 

 We enhance the curriculum using subject progression grids and long term plans 

featuring key questions with links to our locality and the school vision. 

 Teachers use the long term planning and knowledge organisers to plan units of 

work and deliver individual lessons. Some subject areas are based on published 

high quality schemes of work. 

 

Our 3 school intentions are used to drive whole curriculum implementation. The school 

implements the 3 curriculum intentions basically in the following way. More detail about 

each subject area can be found under the ‘learning’ tab on the school website https://st-

johns-maidstone.kent.sch.uk/learning/ 

 

Intention 1:     To create a curriculum, with reading at its core, that enables learning 

and results in the acquisition of knowledge so our children know more, remember 

more and understand more. 
 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM PROGRAMMES OF STUDY 

All subjects within the National Curriculum are planned for and covered in full within the KS1 and KS2 school 

curriculum. In Reception we ensure the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is fully covered using the 

Development Matters document as guidance. 

Whilst the National Curriculum forms the foundation of our curriculum, we make sure that it is enhanced and that 

children gain additional knowledge and skills through links with our locality, school vision and through cross curricular 

links, so that our children know more, remember more and understand more. 

LANGUAGE 

The promotion of a language rich curriculum is essential to the successful connected acquisition of skills and 

knowledge across the curriculum. 

The development of speech and language is identified as one of the most important parts of our schools Early Years 

curriculum. Once children have settled we screen (Speech & Language link) and work with all children as they enter 

our Early Years setting to enable staff to match oral language activities to learners’ current stage of development. We 

are currently undertaking training to be able to implement NELI (Nuffield Early Language Intervention) to further 

support those children with poor speech and understanding skills.  

https://st-johns-maidstone.kent.sch.uk/learning/
https://st-johns-maidstone.kent.sch.uk/learning/


The promotion and use of an accurate and rich cross curricular vocabulary throughout school is planned in all subjects 

and clear in topic Knowledge Organisers. 

PHONICS (see St. John’s Phonics Policy and English curriculum area for further detail) 

The systematic teaching of phonics has a high priority throughout Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1. Letters & Sounds 

is our current chosen Phonics scheme although we are currently researching which of the validated systematic 

synthetic phonics programmes to adopt. Discrete phonics is taught daily to all children in Foundation Stage, Year 1 and 

Year 2. Extra support is provided for those children in Year 2 who did not pass the phonics screening check in Year 1. 

Staff systematically teach learners the relationship between phonemes and graphemes, which represent them. 

Phonics is delivered in whole class sessions to ensure all children have access to the best possible teaching. Phonics 

lessons are also differentiated where needed to ensure all children are able to practice skills at their own level to 

achieve success.  

Additional interventions are provided for those children who are working below expected levels. 

READING (see St. John’s Reading Policy and English curriculum area for further detail) 

Reading forms the core of our curriculum. All children read and are read to so that they develop a love of reading. 

Quality texts are revisited more than once to enable children to develop deeper understanding. Books are selected by 

teachers with the knowledge of how they link to other areas of the curriculum, so that children learn more, remember 

more and understand more. 

Phonic Reading Scheme – In EYFS and throughout KS1 St. John’s use a variety of different phonic reading scheme 

books at present to provide appropriate, quality texts for children to learn to read that are closely matched to their 

phonic level.  

Those children that progress into KS2 but are not yet confident up to phase 6 phonics, will remain on the phonic 

reading scheme. Once children are confident with all phonic phases, they progress to appropriate level colour banded 

books which will develop their fluency and vocabulary. 

EYFS - Individual Reading – all children in Foundation Stage read individually to a trained adult at least twice a week; a 

minority of children (the lowest 20%) will read 1 to 1 with an adult daily. All children are expected to read at home (5 

times a week) and take home reading books to read for pleasure. There is an expectation that parents read with their 

children; pupils are encouraged to take home and access texts which are at a higher level than they can read alone. All 

children in EYFS, when they are ready, take home a decodable book from our reading scheme in addition to their 

reading for pleasure book. In EYS parents are given a ‘Reading Passport’ containing reading challenges for their child 

and these are heavily based on developing vocabulary and giving the children a love on reading. 

KS1 & KS2 - All children are expected to read at home 5 times a week; taking home a phonic reader at their phonic 

level (if within the phonic phases), a colour banded book or a free choice reader. They may also select if they wish an 

additional book to read for pleasure. Throughout school, a minority of children (the lowest 20%) will read 1 to 1 with 

an adult daily. 

Reading Skills sessions –teachers plan and lead 5 daily reading skills sessions a week. Within these sessions, reciprocal 

reading skills are taught to develop fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. Reading skills sessions begin half way 

through year 1 (when children are ready). 

Reading Areas - All Year groups have a class-reading areas either within or just outside the classroom. These feature 

subject specific books and age related reading books for pleasure.  

Writing (see English curriculum area for further detail) 

Writing forms part of the core subject of English and all children write daily.  Opportunities for children to apply their 

writing are planned and links to the wider curriculum are made when doing this. Within EYFS, early writing skills are 

taught from the very beginning using symbols to help children understand that the marks they make have meaning. As 

children’s phonic understanding develops and they learn graphemes, children are encouraged to use these developing 

skills within their writing to move away from symbols to form recognisable letters. The planned daily opportunities to 

develop both fine and gross motor skills are woven into the curriculum enabling children to write and build stamina.  



This approach continues into Year 1 where as children become more able and confident and their stamina grows, they 

are then taught to write in different genres for a variety of purposes. This process is then further developed, 

embedding SPAG and elements of composition and effect as children move through the school (see English policy). 

Across the school, writing is assessed at appropriate times when key skills can be applied in a meaningful way and next 

steps identified by the teacher.  School has high expectations of presentation. Good presentation is celebrated. 

Through self and peer assessment along with self-editing, children are encouraged to take ownership for their writing. 

Writing assessment grids are used to moderate within our school and schools within our consortium. 

MATHS (see Maths curriculum area for further detail) 

Maths is a core subject and has a high priority within our school curriculum and is taught every day. The intention for 

mathematics is to ensure that all pupils become fluent, reason mathematically and solve problems. St. John’s ensures 

pupils make rich connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, reasoning and competence in problem 

solving. Mathematical links to other curriculum subjects are made and explored with the pupils.  Timestables 

Rockstars is a timetable programme that is used across KS1 and KS2 to ensure children are developing rapid recall of 

multiplication facts. 

The online Abacus planning tool is used as the core maths programme which is based entirely on the National 

Curriculum.  We use a combination of NFER, Abacus and past statutory assessments throughout the year to inform 

teachers of children’s understanding and progress. 

SCIENCE (see Science curriculum area for further detail) 

Science is a core subject taught each term in all Key Stages discretely however we make as many links as possible with 

other curriculum areas. The online Science Bug planning tool and the Kent Scheme of Work is used as the core science 

programme which is based entirely on the National Curriculum. Our aim is for children to gain a deeper understanding 

and appreciation of the world around them. We hope to develop their curiosity through first-hand experience of the 

natural world and develop a greater awareness of their responsibility as a member of the human race, to do all they 

can to protect this for future generations. 

COMPUTING (see Computing curriculum area for further detail) 

At St. John’s we use the planning and resources created by The National Centre for Computing Education 

(NCCE) which is funded by the Department for Education to deliver our computing curriculum. This is taught through a 

combination of lessons both within the ICT suite and the classroom utilising both Windows PC’s, IPads as well as a 

range of other exciting resources. Our computing curriculum explores the 5 key areas of Programming, Technology in 

our lives, Creativity, Productivity and Online Safety in recognition of the very influential presence IT has in our lives 

now and will have increasingly in our future.  

OTHER FOUNDATION SUBJECTS 

At St. John’s our foundations subjects are taught in termly blocks over the year. The foundation subjects are key in 

providing pupils with many other areas to showcase their talents and skills and achieve success and personal worth 

outside of maths and English. Foundation subjects may be taught as blocks or single lessons and a cross curricular 

approach is taken between subjects where possible. The knowledge and skills for each subject are built on within the 

year and in subsequent years as individual subject progression grids detail so that children retain learning – they know 

more, remember more and understand more. 

 

Intention 2:     To create a curriculum which nurtures children’s learning behaviours 

and develops a curiosity and sense of enjoyment towards the exploration of 

knowledge so that they know more, remember more and understand more 

Key Skills 

At St. John’s we develop key skills with the intention they become positive behaviours that children adopt that help 

children become effective learners. This is achieved through designing an enjoyable curriculum which grows the key 



skills of: collaboration, independence, resilience, communication, leadership and enthusiasm so that children know 

how they learn. 

We endeavour to develop these skills through the formal curriculum through providing age appropriate challenging 

learning, which enables children to take risks to deepen their understanding and build their skills as self-regulating 

learners. 

We understand that learning about our character make us better learners. Effort is rewarded and we openly describe 

learning as a journey; that getting things wrong, is the journey to getting it right. This learning skill development is 

rewarded in class, communicated to pupils through feedback about their work and explained to parents also through 

actions such as the open ended homework we set as well as at parent consultations. 

Outdoor Learning – is a valued part of learning within school because it provides opportunity to develop children’s 

curiosity of learning and learn in a different environment. Appropriate age related opportunities are planned for 

children to apply their curriculum knowledge outside the classroom. School recognises that to have impact outdoor 

learning must have a clear focus and link directly to the statutory curriculum. 

Inclusion – The curriculum in our school is designed to be accessed by all children who attend the school. Where 

necessary we will modify some children’s access to the curriculum, in order to meet their needs. The SEN Policy 

explains in greater detail schools approach to meeting the needs of this group of children. 

 

Intention 3:     To create a curriculum which ensures children know right from 

wrong, celebrate diversity, recognise liberty, embrace spirituality and are 

‘Secondary School ready’ so that they know more, remember more and understand 

more to transition successfully. 
 

The planned school curriculum includes the statutory knowledge of the national curriculum, teaching children how to 

be successful learners and nurturing an understanding of morality and the wider world and how to make a positive 

contribution to it. We want all of our children to understand what it means to be a respectful and successful British 

Citizen. We ensure the intention to build ‘Secondary School Ready’ pupils is achieved by: 

Gradually, at age appropriate levels we share expectations about learning with the children each term and within 

lessons.  We also within the curriculum and as part of daily worship and assemblies allow children time to explore and 

develop an understanding in relation to the issues of democracy, individual liberty, mutual respect and rule of law. 

Religious Education (see RE curriculum area for further detail) 

At St John’s CEP School, pupils and their families can expect a high quality religious education (RE) curriculum that is 

challenging, rich and varied, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and understanding of a range of faiths 

and world views. As a church school, the teaching of Christianity is at the heart of our RE curriculum and it is 

considered a core subject. Through the Understanding Christianity resource, the use of an enquiry approach engages 

with significant theological concepts and the pupil’s own understanding of the world as part of their wider religious 

literacy. Using the Kent Agreed Syllabus we learn about other religions and world views, fostering respect for them. 

Links with our Christian values and vision, and support for pupil’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) 

development are intrinsic to our RE curriculum and have a significant impact on learners. We provide a wide range of 

opportunities for learners to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the 

range of faiths and world views studied. 

PSHE (see PSHE curriculum area for further detail) 

 At St John’s we aim to work alongside learners to help them develop the qualities they need to successfully excel in 

life; supporting all children to become independent, well-rounded and compassionate individuals. We work to help 

them strive beyond all they can imagine whilst ensuring they care for themselves and those around them. Planned 

termly learning including RSE, which helps children question and make sense of their place in the world. (See PSHE 

and RSE schemes of work supported by the RSE Policy) 



SMSC – At St. John’s Church of England Primary School we strive to create a learning environment which promotes 

respect, diversity and self-awareness and equips all of our pupils with the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values they 

will need to succeed in their future lives.  The curriculum provides a wide range of artistic, sporting and cultural 

opportunities that encourage pupils to work together and use imagination in their learning. Activities are planned that 

require pupils to reflect and empathize with others as well as giving them the confidence to provide their opinions and 

develop their own view points. Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural links are made across the planned curriculum and 

are a huge part of the themes of assemblies and daily acts of worship. 

Displays Around the school – Displays reinforce the intentions of the school and provide clear real life images of 

democracy, the rule of law, tolerance, mutually respect and individual liberty. 

Community – The curriculum and general school life enables children to work with local community groups such as 

working with local charities, collecting and raising money for charities and food banks. We aim to increase our 

learner’s engagement with activities that benefit other members of the community and beyond. 

 

Curriculum Implementation 
Pedagogy – How we intend to teach what will matter to our children so that they 

know more, remember more and understand more. 

In all subjects, we recognise the importance of the methods and practice of teaching (the 

pedagogy) we choose to use in enabling pupils to know more, understand more and 

remember more. The following approaches are used across all subjects throughout school 

at age appropriate levels. 

Pedagogical Approaches and Strategies 
 

 Pupil voice – pupils are encouraged to contribute to the teaching and learning  

of a subject and showcase their learning 

 Ensuring short term outcomes link directly to longer term goals 

 Learning is built upon prior learning and experience 

 Scaffold and assist learning through modelling, thinking aloud and demonstration 

 Teach/guide learning through a combination of teaching the whole class, groups  

and individuals 

 Breaking teaching and learning into small ‘chunks’ to avoid confusion and memory 

 overload 

 Facilitating an environment where children can learn together collaboratively 

 Teach thinking skills and problem solving 

 Include enquiry based and outdoor learning 

 Ensure a focus on teaching specific vocabulary across the curriculum 

 Use effective questioning for example ‘how do you know?’ 

 Assess quality of learning ‘live’ during the class and provide immediate feedback 

 Ensure children are involved in assessing their own progress and attainment  

when learning 

 Ensure learning is inclusive by providing differentiation and accessibility without  

putting a ceiling on learning expectations 

 



Teaching Sequence 

Before learning begins it is important to note that all staff at St. John’s recognise that 

children need to be happy and feel safe to enable effective learning – all staff nurture and 

safeguard children to ensure this because ‘happy children learn’. The leaders within school 

recognise that the purpose of our school curriculum is for all children to engage in learning 

so that they retain knowledge and maintain connections between what is taught. Children 

should know more, remember more and understand more. In order to do this the effective 

implementation of the curriculum is essential. At St. John’s, we recognise that the 

sequence of teaching directly impacts on the successfulness of the implementation. Whilst 

each leader has developed a clear approach to the implementation of their subject, school 

has agreed key features in the sequence of teaching that support the retention of 

knowledge to the long-term memory. Because of this all teaching sequences start with key 

questions which sets the learning that is about to take place within a chronology of lessons 

focussed on identified learning outcomes. Once the key question has been established the 

sequence will then focus on the last piece of connected learning that has most recently 

taken place. Once the first 2 steps in the teaching sequence have taken place the 

proceeding steps will be specific to each subject and developed by each subject leader 

(See individual subject progression grids.). 

Impact 

What do we hope will be the impact of our curriculum and how do we measure it? 

Intention 1 

To create a curriculum, with reading at its core, that enables learning and results in 

the acquisition of knowledge so our children know more, remember more and 

understand more. 

Intended Impact 

Children will make at least good progress from their last point of statutory assessment, 

from their starting point in EYFS and each academic year in school across the curriculum. 

How will it be measured? 

Progress and Attainment from a child’s starting point or from the last point of statutory 

assessment will be tracked as is their progress and attainment during each academic year. 

 

 



Intention 2 

To create a curriculum which nurtures children’s learning behaviours and develops 

a curiosity and sense of enjoyment towards the exploration of knowledge so that 

they know more, remember more and understand more.  

Intended Impact 

Children have positive attitudes towards their learning which continues as they move to 

secondary school and adulthood. 

Children know how they learn best and use this knowledge in their day to day work. 

Children demonstrate resilience in their learning and don’t give up when they find 

something difficult. 

Children have high expectations of themselves and as a result of this set themselves 

challenging targets 

How will it be measured? 

The learning behaviour displayed by children in the classroom and in the wider school 

environment. 

The care children demonstrate to their learning through the presentation of their work. 

The completion and return of homework  

Attendance at school – children are rarely absent. 

 

Intention 3 

To create a curriculum which ensures children know right from wrong, celebrate 

diversity, recognise liberty, embrace spirituality and are ‘Secondary School ready’ 

so that they know more, remember more and understand more to transition 

successfully. 

Intended Impact 

Children demonstrate a positive attitude towards all aspects of school life. They 

demonstrate respectful behaviour to all and this is transferable outside of school in the 

wider community and beyond. 

Children are understanding of the beliefs of others and make the correct choices 

independently based on their understanding of right and wrong 



How will it be measured? 

Throughout school positive attitudes prevail towards all children and staff. There are very 

few incidents of disrespectful behaviour and when there is a disagreement this is resolved 

through respectful discussion. 

School pupils are ambassadors whenever they play and learn outside of the school 

environment. 

School pupils very rarely become involved in problems outside of the school day. 

Children stand up for what is right and positively speak out against inequalities such as 

racism. 

Monitoring 

The Senior Leadership team, Subject Leaders and the Governing Body are responsible for 

monitoring the impact of the school curriculum both in terms of social outcomes and 

academic progress.  

The Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher are responsible for the day-to-day organisation 

of the curriculum. This is supported by Phase leaders thoroughly termly planning and 

monitoring for their phase. The subject leaders monitor the impact of the part of the 

curriculum for which they are responsible. They monitor curriculum planning for their 

subject, ensuring that all classes are taught the full requirements of the National 

Curriculum, have opportunities to enhance their curiosity and are challenged in order to 

apply and deepen their learning. 

Subject leaders inspire learning in their subject and monitor the way in which their subject 

is taught throughout the school. They examine long-term and medium-term planning, and 

ensure that appropriate teaching strategies are used. Subject leaders also have 

responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are used. Curriculum monitoring 

completed by subject leaders is presented to the Headteacher detailing strengths and 

actions for further development.  

The Curriculum and Equality 

The curriculum at St. John’s is designed to be accessed by all children who attend the 

school. We take serious regard to our responsibility to promote equality and uphold the 9 

protected characteristics of age, disability, race, gender, sex, sexual orientation, marriage 

and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity. 

If it is necessary to modify some children’s access to the curriculum, in order to 

meet their needs, then we do this in consultation with parents. 

If children have special needs, our school does all it can to meet the individual needs, and 

we comply with the requirements set out in the SEN Code of Practice. If a child displays 



signs of having special needs, then his/her teacher makes an assessment of this need in 

partnership with the SENCo. In most instances, the teacher is able to provide the 

resources and educational opportunities that meet the child’s needs, within normal class 

organisation. If a child’s need are more severe, we may consider the child for a Higher 

Needs Funding application or presentation at LIFT to gain additional support and ultimately 

for statutory assessment, in consultation with a range of external agencies and the child’s 

parents. We always provide additional resources and support for children with special 

needs. The SEN Policy explains in greater detail schools approach to meeting the needs 

of this group of children. 

Those children who are included as part of our special needs register will generally all 

have Personal Provision Plans whether they have an EHCP or not. These documents set 

out the nature of the special need, outlines how the school will aim to address it and also 

sets targets for improvement, so that we can review and monitor the progress of each child 

at regular intervals. 

Some children in our school have disabilities. We are committed to meeting the needs of 

these children, as we are to meeting the needs of all groups of children within our school. 

The school complies fully with the requirements of the amended Disability Discrimination 

Act that came into effect from 2005. All reasonable steps are taken to ensure that these 

children are not placed at a substantial disadvantage compared with non-disabled 

children. Teaching and learning are appropriately modified for children with disabilities if 

required. For example, they may be given additional time to complete certain activities, or 

the teaching materials may be adapted. 

Our schemes of work address the diversity of our society, and reflect the National 

Curriculum programmes of study. 

The school is aware of the need to ensure that our curriculum meets the needs of the Pupil 

Premium children and contributes to them making accelerated progress in order to narrow 

the gap between them and non-pupil premium children.  

The school is aware of the importance of the physical development of all children and 

hence the Sports Funding is used to ensure that all children high quality PE teaching and 

excellent opportunities to involve themselves in sporting clubs.  

 

 

 


