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Year Group:5 Subject: History Topic: Mayans 

What I will know by the end of the unit:    New vocabulary:   
• Who the ancient Maya people were and where they lived, naming some major 

features and cities in them. 
• Know some of the main Maya gods and what they represented - explaining different 

ritual elements of the ancient Maya religion 
• Read and write some larger Maya numbers, understanding how the number system 

worked 
• Explain what syllabograms and logograms are - combining some syllabograms to create 

glyph blocks and write some words.  
• Understand why Mayan temples were important and what they were used for 
• Know that corn and chocolate were important foods and be able to identify some 

reasons for this 

Mesoamerica A historical region and cultural area in 
middle America. 

Glyph A symbol used in writing 
City-state An independent government where a 

large city rules the surrounding area. 
Chichen Itza The most powerful city-state during the 

start of the Post-classic period, Chichen 
Itza is a very popular tourist attraction 
today. 

Itzamna The main god of the Maya; Itzamna was 
the god of fire who created the Earth. 

Cacao A precious crop grown by the Maya – 
chocolatey in flavour and used for 
drinks 

Historical skills and enquiry:  Key words/phrases we will use: 

• I can use documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photographs, maps to 
collect evidence about the past to inform understanding. 

• I can investigate own lines of enquiry by posing questions to answer. 
• I can chose reliable sources of evidence to answer questions realising that there is 

often not a single answer to historical questions. 
• I can communicate ideas about the past using different genres of writing, drawing, 

diagrams and drama role play. 
• I can plan and present a self-directed project or research about the studied period. 

Temple Maize 
Pyramid Corn 
Warrior Cotton 
Priest Religion 
Hieroglyphs Central America 
Monuments Ritual 
Farming Beliefs 
Crops Gods 
Hierarchy Peasants 
 

Key Question- Who were the Mayans? 
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